Keys to Success

Language Arts

Mrs. Mary Kersten

 
Welcome to Language Arts!  I am looking forward to a great year!  So that everyone is on the same page regarding expectations, below are some rules of the road so that our year will progress smoothly.  

1. I expect everyone to be on time to class so that we can all get the most out of our time together.  Excessive tardiness (3 or more) will result in a detention.

2. As a class we understand the importance of being prepared for class.  All homework is due the day it is assigned. If work is not handed in on time, students will receive a zero for the work.  The only exceptions to this rule are absences and parental notes explaining the student’s difficulty getting work completed.

3. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to see me for the work you’ve missed. I will keep all your work together, so all you have to do is ask for it.  You have a day for each day you were absent to complete the work. (District policy)  If the work is not completed on time, you will receive a zero for that assignment until it is handed in.

4. Please come prepared for class. Three or more days where a student reports to class without needed materials (binder, pencil case with pens, pencils and red pens, a book to read and all homework) will result in a detention.

5. It is important that grades are checked often to understand academic progress and to know when work is missing.  Each student needs to have a login for Teacherease so they can either check grades in school and/or at home.  I WILL NOT SEND HOME PROGRESS REPORTS. However, students may print a progress report to take home at anytime.  

6. Check out our website link found at www.winfield34.org  Click on Classroom Websites and look under Middle School.  The website includes our weekly agendas and homework, link to downloadable worksheets, as well as some interesting websites to check out.  You’ll also find a link to our Blog Expressions on our website.  This is where you will find student’s posted writing, videos and projects.  Enjoy!  
7. I is important to always treat the members of the class with respect.  All students should listen when another person in class is talking.  Students should also respect the property and person of other students.   If your behavior is inappropriate, I will issue a personal verbal warning.  If your behavior does not improve, I will need to issue a detention.  If your behavior is extremely disruptive to the class and you choose to continue your behavior after being warned and issued a detention, you will be removed from class.

8. It is school policy that gum chewing and eating food is not allowed in class unless there is a special occasion and I have approved it.  However, water bottles are acceptable.

9. If you are planning an extended vacation during the school year, you have the choice of notifying me or not.  If you ask for work, I will give you as much work as possible and I expect it to be completed on your return. If you do not complete the work I gave you, you will receive a zero for each missed assignment.  If you know it will be impossible to complete work while you are gone, I suggest you not ask for work.  If you do not ask for work, I will gather your missed work while you are gone and give it all to you on your return.  The rules for absences and missed work will then apply. Any class notes will be your responsibility to get from a friend when you return.  Any tests must be made up either before you leave or within a week of your return after school.  

10. It is important to be in class the whole class period.  A generous passing period has been provided in the schedule so that students have enough time to visit the washroom or stop at the locker if needed as long as they move from class to class efficiently.  I will also provide you with three passes each quarter to help you out in an emergency situation.

11. Please take care of your bathroom needs before class.  However, if you have specific medical needs, please have your parents write me a short note explaining your situation, and you will be allowed to use the facilities as needed.

Please keep on copy for your record.  Sign the second copy below and return it with your student.  Thank you.  

Parents’ signature: __________________________________________________________

Student’s signature:  ________________________________________________________

